
Pittsburgh CAPA 6−12
Audition Requirements by Art Form

Incoming 6−12 
Students will participate in a group technique class, which will consist of ballet, modern, and jazz techniques. 
In addition, applicants will perform a one-minute solo choreography in a discipline of choice. The applicant must 
bring his or her own CD or iPod to accompany their solo choreography. Proper dance attire should be worn 
throughout the audition process. A brief interview will conclude the audition. 

Incoming 6−12 
Students will perform two prepared pieces of contrasting style that accurately re�ects their level of playing ability. 
These selections may be from the solo repertoire, etudes, or technical studies. Included in the audition will be the 
playing of major and minor scales and sight-reading. Students may audition on one instrument only. 

D
a
n
c
e

In
st

ru
m

e
n
ta

l
M

u
si

c

Incoming 6−12 

Part One: Writing Portfolio
Students applying for the Literary Arts department at Pittsburgh CAPA 6−12 should submit a writing portfolio 
that includes: 
 • Neighborhood Essay 
  - Pittsburgh CAPA 6−12 is an educational community that draws from all of the unique
                  neighborhoods in the city of Pittsburgh. Write a creative essay that does not exceed 750 words 
                  in length that describes for the literary arts faculty in vivid detail, the neighborhood you come 
                  from. Be sure to use sensory details when writing this creative essay. Remember each 
                  neighborhood has a story to tell. Do not forget to give this creative essay a title. Most of all, 
                  you should enjoy writing about where you are from. 

 • Free Choice of Creative Writing 
  - This writing may be in any genre, that you feel represents you and your best work as a creative 
                  writer. This should be one piece of writing, 1−10 pages in length that you wrote on your own, not 
                  for a school assignment. 

Include a cover sheet with the portfolio that includes the student’s name, date, and the titles of the creative work. 
The student’s name should only be on the cover sheet—do not include a name on the actual pieces of writing. Please 
note that student writing will not be returned and that writing portfolios must be submitted by the deadline for 
Pittsburgh CAPA applications. 

Part Two: On-Site Audition for Invited Students 
Based on faculty review of writing portfolios, only select applicants will be invited to attend an on-site audition. 
Writing portfolios will be judged on mechanical and stylistic elements, originality and creativity, the ability to write to a 
prompt, and the ability to use �gurative language and storytelling elements in the writing. The incoming literary arts 
classes for the 2013-2014 school year will be selected from students invited to attend the On-Site Audition. Selected 
applicants will be noti�ed about the audition in writing and should plan to attend the literary arts auditions in November 
2012. Invited applicants can expect more details at the time of invitation to the On-Site Writing. 

On-Site Audition
On the day of the audition, each invited student will participate in a group dynamic exercise, a classroom lesson 
with an on-site writing task and reading comprehension and �uency assessments. 
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Audition requirements continue on the next page.
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Audition requirements continue on the next page.

Incoming 6−8 
Students will present a one‐minute monologue from memory. The monologue should be child appropriate and 
should be from a play or child’s monologue book. Monologues should be one character only—no multiple character 
scenes should be performed. Students interested in musical theatre should also perform a song. This musical 
selection should be either from the genre of musical theater repertoire or a song learned in music class. Students 
must bring sheet music, as an accompanist will be provided. No tapes or CDs may be used. 

During the auditions students may be asked to (1) perform and discuss a cold reading (2) perform choreography 
taught to them during the audition (3) complete a short writing activity (4) complete an interview. 

Incoming 9−12 
Students will be asked to participate in a short interview, the presentation of a one to two minute monologue from 
memory, a cold reading, and a short writing prompt. The monologue should be age appropriate and can either be 
contemporary or classical.  

Students interested in the Musical Theatre Department, in addition to the requirements listed above, must include 
a song from musical theatre repertoire. The student must bring sheet music as an accompanist will be provided.  
No tapes or CDs may be used. You may go the PPS website for suggested monologues. 

Incoming 6−12 
Auditions for the CAPA Technical Theatre Department will include an interview, a short writing prompt, and require 
that students exhibit evidence of knowledge and usage of common hand tools by bringing a completely student 
made project, built for review. It is recommended that you also bring additional photographs of the student’s work 
for review. Students will also be required to complete a hands-on demonstration of skills including measuring with 
an English system to an accuracy of 1/8 inch. Students should also possess a working vocabulary and be prepared 
to respond to both written and oral questions.

Incoming 6−12 
Students will perform two pieces of contrasting style from solo piano literature that represents current level of 
ability. Students will also be asked to play some major scales, hands together, one octave, in addition to sight-reading. 
Please bring additional copies of your pieces regardless whether playing from memory. 
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Audition Requirements by Art Form (continued)



Incoming 6−8 
Students will participate in an on-site, on-demand multi-faceted review of the student’s portfolio, drawing, writing 
and an interview. All students must bring a portfolio of 10 (ten) original artworks that include:
 1. A self-portrait in pencil done from observation (looking into a mirror), not from a photograph.
 2. A drawing done from observation—choose an object and draw it with pencil
 3. A painting in watercolor, acrylics or oil paints. It may be done on paper, canvas or masonite board.
 4. A three-dimensional work—a sculpture, ceramic work or multi-media construction.
 5. A project done in school under teacher direction.
 6. A project done at home without adult input.
 7. The remaining 4 pieces should be chosen to demonstrate the student’s artistic interests and skills.

Cartoons and Anime should not constitute the majority of the artwork in the portfolio. Artistic work should, instead, 
show an emphasis on ORIGINAL observational drawings (drawing from life) and creativity/inventiveness. There are 
no size limitations but it should be easy for the student to carry to the audition and layout on the table. Clear 
photographs or digital prints are acceptable for three dimensional work but the actual work is preferred. Work does 
not need to be matted or framed but should be neat, clean and each piece dated.

Work may be gathered into a large portable portfolio carrier either purchased or made at home. Two large sheets of 
cardboard with a taped edge to keep the work �at and safe are all that is needed.

Incoming 9−12 
Students will participate in an on-site, on demand multifaceted creativity exam. The exam will include writing a 
critical essay interpreting a master work of art, a problem solving event and an observational drawing. In addition, 
each applicant is required to submit a 10−15 piece portfolio including:

 1. A detailed self-portrait drawn with pencil from observation, not a photograph.

 2. Five additional observational drawings: three in black and white with value (shading/gray scale) and 
                   two in color (colored pencil, marker, pastel and or watercolor). Topics: your hand, a view of your room, 
                   still life with a variety of objects including plants, an outdoor environment and one of your choices not 
                   listed above. No Anime or copied images.

 3. Four original artworks in other media: painting, photography, �ber arts, printmaking, ceramics, digital 
                   media, video, mixed media. Although the original work is preferable you may also submit artwork samples 
                   on a CD as a JPEG, TIFF, PSD, GIF, or Quick Time �le type. Please make sure that the CD is readable on 
                   MAC-based platform. You may also submit a short video as a DVD (Preferred) or VHS format.

 4. A maximum of �ve additional items, free choice, any media.

 5. Student sketchbook(s).

All work must be original, must be no more than 1 year old and in a variety of sizes.

Audition Requirements by Art Form (continued)
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Incoming 6−8 
Students will sing one song for the audition selected by the CAPA Vocal Department Faculty. The required piece 
must be chosen from one of three songs on the Pittsburgh CAPA 6−12 Website under the Voice Department 6−8 
Menu. Students should choose the song that best �ts their voice. An accompanist will be provided. No CDs or 
electronic devices are permitted for accompaniment. Students will also perform pitch recognition exercises, complete 
a Music Theory placement exam and be interviewed by the Vocal Department Faculty.

Incoming 9−12 
Students will sing one song for the audition selected by the CAPA Vocal Department Faculty. The required piece 
must be chosen from one of two songs on the Pittsburgh CAPA 6−12 website under the Voice Department 9−12 
menu. Students should choose the song that best �ts their voice. The student will be required to sing an additional 
piece of her/his choosing. At the audition an accompanist will be provided. No CDs or electronic devices are permitted 
for accompaniment. Students will also perform pitch recognition exercises, complete a Music Theory placement 
exam and be interviewed by the Vocal Department Faculty. 
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